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ApMidr^ Claims: 

A listing of the entire set of* pending claims (including amendments to the 
claims, if any) is submitted herewith per 37 OFF? 1121. This listing of claims will 
replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for identifying one or more mean items for a 

| plurality of items, J, each of smmie items having atTeasf ^f^-symtefe-ait^feutev 

| H!Skd!O!!0fey!t> eald4he method oomprlsing^^sle^s-el: 

| computing a variance feFof the svmb^ 

] IlMllMtMltelHDSSlfe M£lMi.M^^^^ of sa!44he jlems; and 

| selecting at least one msanjtem that has the s^hoHcj^ minimizes 

2, (Canceled) 

| 3, (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 Jncjyd^ 

j of assigning a label to said-thepiurallly of items using at>4aasl^fie-symfe^lla-f|e 

j §X0lfe2^ va i ue frem^aM of Jhe selected meinjtem : . 

| 4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein sal44he^piurality of items are 

j a cluster includtnf of similar items, 

| 5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein sald-t|iejtems are programs, 

| 6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein sai4 the jtems are content. 

I 7, (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein sa!4-|hejtems are products. 
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8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein sa&-s$ep~ef computing the a 
veriance4s~p6^feB"K0^-8-s--l0Pews includes; 

determining Var (J) *Iuj - x, $ f Mm^lWUL. 

where J is a cluster of items from the-same- of a clas$, x* is the symbolic 
value of each- aa item, i, and x M Isjhe symt^fe^ 
gybing the^^ 



9, (Currently amended) A method tor characterizing a plurality of Horns, J, each of 
ssi4-|hejtems having at least one symbolic attribute, e ac h o f said symbolic attribute s 
having a t lea st o n e oos&i ble a symbolic v alue, ea&the method comprisin g the s t e ps 
of: 

computing a variance Qj£hjg^yjBbjQ|^^ 
the symbolic value offer-each of sald4hejtems; and 



selecting the symbolic value of at least one item that minimizes sakMhe variance as 
the-amean symbolic value that characterizes the symbolic attribute of the pluralit y , of 
MS- 

10. (Canceled) 



1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, further comprising ^e step of 
assigning a label to $aid-the plurality of items using ayeast-©ne-aymbolie-the 
symbolic v alue from s a id of one of the a t least one mea^iemsthal.mMmf^..fee 

12, (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein sai4 4he p lurality of items 
are a duster eote^^-ofsim^ar items. 
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! 13, (Currently amended) The method of claim 9 S wherein said slap -of- computing a 
| vanance-i&^erfo 

\ m®rm\nm®Var (J) - (x, - Xj/fpreaoj^ 

where J is a cluster of items ft&m 4h6^am©-of a. class, x< is M synibojjo 
| val ue of each an-item, I and is thesy^^ 

I selecting t he yaSue x» of at least one stem, that provkies a mM^MMMlM-^of 

14, (Currently amended) A system for identifying one or more mean ferns for a 

| plurality of Items, J, each of sai44hejtems having at least one symbolic attribute? 
I ea#i^f"Said-symte!lG^Mr4feyles- having at»le&$l ene f^eslfel^a ^symfefilfi value, said 
| the system comprising: 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 
I a processor operative!]/ coupled to aaid-the memory, said the. processor 

configured to; 

| compute a variance of the symbolic values of the plurality of items 

j jngiativejto fewaach of eald-foe Items; and 

| select the at feast one mean item having a symbolic value that 

i 

| minimizes sakl-tt^ 

15. (Canceled) 

j 18, (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wherein s&i44he processor is 
| further configured to assign a label to sai44he plurality of items using at least one 
| -symbolic value from sa^d--the selected at least one mean item; 

I 17. (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wherein said-the plurality of items 
| are a cluster ioGkidin§olsimiiar items. 
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| 18, (Currently amended) The system of claim 14, wherein sai4€tep-0f-€0rBp^p#-a 

I detepBim v ^r (J) - £ (* - x,) 2 for each item , u, 

| where J is a duster of items from &e-6am& a .class, is the symbolic 

I value of each-a^ item, I and x <u is#ie 

I selecting the a|jej^^ 

I that ha s symbg li g value x Lt that minimizes satejhftYar (J). 

19, (Currently amended) An article of manufacture for identifying one or more mean 
items for a plurality of items, J, each of eai4 the jtems having at least one symbolic 
atthbuie v ^^^ having at-lea#-eRe-passfefe-a symbolic 

value, comprising: 

j a computer readable medium having computer readable code rwsa-na 

| embodied thereon t 8a&4hgjx>mpiiter readable program code fnea^s -comprising: 
j a step to compute a variance of the symbolic values of the plurality of sterns 

! relive to the symbolic value offef each of &ak£-^Jtems; and 

a step to select at least one item that has the symbolic value ;thftmimmizes 
I s^kf the ya ria nee -a&4foe mean eymfeefe- vete . 



20, (Currently amended) A system for Identifying one or more mean items for a 
plurality of Items., J, each of sa&ihe jtems having at least one symbolic aftribute T 
ea#^ef"Safei-ayf^0lfe"at#^^ee having ayeasl-OBe-peselble- a symbolic y aloe, sa!4 
the system comprising: 

means for computing a variance of the s ymbolic values of the plurality of .items 
relative to the symbolic valu e of fenr- each of saM IMJtems; and 

means for selecting at. least one item that has the 
m In I m izes sa*4- thji y a ri an ce ae -the^e» symfeefe-value , 
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2! (New) The method of claim 1 Including: 

computing a plurality of other variances of other symbolic values of a plurality 
of other symbolic attributes of the plurality of items relative to each other symbolic 
value of each of the ferns: and 

selecting a plurality of other mean items, each other mean item having the 
other symbolic value that minimises each other variance.. 

22, (New) The method of claim 21 including 

characterizing the plurality of items using the symbolic value of the at least one 
mean Item and the other symbolic values of the plurality of other mean items, 

23, (New) The method of claim 9< including: 

computing a plurality of other variances of other symbolic values of a plurality 
of other symbolic attributes of the plurality of items relative to each other symbolic 
value of each of the items; and 

selecting a plurality of other symbolic values that minimise each other variance 
as a plurality of other mean symbolic values that characterize the plurality of other 
symbolic attributes of the plurality of items. 
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